
 
Birth of Santa Rosa Bible Church 
On Easter morning, April 12, 1936, a small group of 
Christian believers who had longed for a church 
which taught the fundamental truths of the Bible, held 
the first service of the Fundamental Church of Santa 
Rosa. These twelve inspired and 
dedicated folk had 
rented Sweet’s 
Business College for 
$10 a month, paying 
the same amount to 
Pastor John Falconer 
for his monthly 
salary. Chairs were 
purchased for 10¢ 
apiece. Such were the 
humble beginnings of 
what would become 
the Santa Rosa Bible 
Church we know 
today. Before long 
that building was torn down so the church moved to a 
small, narrow, dirty, vacant bakery. Members painted 
and cleaned it up. Services were held there, but 
Sunday School classes were held in automobiles since 
there was no room in the church. 
 
Early Growth 
In the first 15 years the quickly growing church 
acquired its new name and had moved again after 
purchasing and repairing an existing church on the 
corner of Cherry and Orchard Streets. Pastors 
Falconer, Flemming, and Roth served SRBC and then 
moved on during that time. Bible studies and youth 
ministries were held in homes, but Sunday School 
space was in short supply, and once again classes 
were held in automobiles.  
 Three more pastors graced the pulpit of 
SRBC as growth continued and more youth programs 
caused the church board to decide to build new 
Sunday School rooms and an office for the pastor: 
Pastors Kurkowske (one of the founders of Biblical 
Ministries Worldwide under whose leadership SRBC 
joined with IFCA--the Independent Fundamental 
Churches of America). Interim pastor Temple, and 
Dr. Bain (under whose leadership SRBC’s Vacation  
 
 
 

 
Bible School began and our Constitution and 
Statement of Doctrine were redrawn) served SRBC in 
the next years. 
 
The Fifties - Rapid Growth  

The Fifties were a time of 
optimism and rapid 
growth in most of 
the US. Santa Rosa 
was no exception. 
SRBC joined IFCA 
in 1950 and was 
soon in need of a 
new pastor. Pastor 
Robert A. Graves 
was called to that 
position in 1954. He, 
along with his wife, 
Joyce, started the 
church on another 
path of rapid growth. 

The Graves family moved out of the rooms above the 
church to make room for classrooms, and despite 
adding a second service, still more room was needed.  
 There was prayer and hope that a suitable 
property would be found in rapidly growing Rincon 
Valley. Through a series of God-directed 
“coincidences” such property became available on 
Benicia Drive, and through a labor of love on the part 
of many members, services began at the new property 
July 1962.  
 SRBC grew and thrived along with more and 
varied youth ministries. In the summer of 1965 Pastor 
Graves felt called to move to Northridge, but after 
just two years had passed, he was called to return. 
Despite trials and difficulties to overcome, it wasn’t 
long before the pattern of steady growth resumed. 
 
The Seventies - Something New 
The war in Vietnam drew to a close, hippies, 
women’s liberation, stagflation and the oil crisis 
marked points of contention and SRBC kept growing, 
so did the staff, building programs, and ministries.  
  In 1970, Rincon Valley Christian School was 
formed with eleven students and two full time staff. 
Within two years, the school had grown to 70 
students and six full-time teachers.  1975 saw the first 
high school graduation with just one student. A youth 
basketball league was started as an outreach to the 
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In 1936 electricity was new to many areas of the country, along with running water - and still unavailable to many 
rural areas. It was a troubled economic year in US history. Unemployment was at 17%, the top income tax rate was 
79%, war was brewing in Europe, but hope was very much alive in Santa Rosa. 



community and grew to approximately 500 
elementary school and junior high age youngsters. 
The positions of Youth Pastor, Minister of Music, and 
Director of Christian Education were established 
along with a church plant of Middletown Bible 
Church in 1979. 
 
 The Eighties - Big Changes 
This decade saw the end of the cold war, increased 
multinational commerce and the beginning of the 
computer age. At SRBC, staff was growing as the 
music department, youth ministries grew and a new 
counseling program was started. The four acres on 
Benicia Drive were no longer enough to house the 
church and school. The Lord orchestrated a complex 
plan to turn those four acres into twenty-two acres on 
Montgomery Drive which in turn become eighteen 
acres on Badger Road with money left over to begin 
building our current church home. Construction was 
finished in April, and the dedication service held in 
September of 1984.  
 In 1988, as the school was being moved to 
the new campus, SRBC continued to grow and Pastor 
Graves called upon his son-in-law, former SRBC 
Youth Pastor and then pastor of Middletown Bible 
Church, to fill the new position of Associate Pastor. 
Pastor Chris Bauer and his wife, Lorri, moved back to 
Santa Rosa to assume their ministries in 1989. The 
pastors served together as in this capacity for four 
years until Pastor Graves decided it was time to slow 
his pace. The church called Pastor Bauer to be the 
Senior Pastor and Pastor Graves accepted the role of 
Associate Pastor. This transition was carried out 
gracefully and the church and school continued to 
thrive.  
 By 1994 RVCS was able to complete their 
move into their new home on the Badger Campus, 
and leave the old Benicia campus buildings they’d 
been renting since the sale of the property. Two 
wings, the league-sized gym and large kitchen would 
also serve to house the AWANA program, the Youth 
Basketball League and Sunday School classes. As 
part of an increased focus on Missions, the Faith 
Promise Missions Program was adopted in 1995. 
 The theme of need for Sunday School space 
continued. Plans were drawn up to construct a new 
wing to house more elementary school classes for 
RVCS along with a courtyard with covered picnic 
tables to serve as an eating area for Junior High and 
High School students. 
 
 

A New Century 
The 2000s began with optimism intact, and SRBC 
reflected the mood. Pastor Bauer felt the need of an 
Administrative Pastor, and Pastor Brent Mitten joined 
the staff in that role. Church attendance hit its peak of 
1,000 at a Sunday service. 
 Nationwide, the next few years saw 
conditions shift to resemble those those of 1936. In 
the wake of the 9/11 terrorist attacks of 2001 and the 
resulting wars, the economy was down and 
unemployment was up. National optimism turned into 
pessimism.  
 For SRBC it was also the end of an era. In 
2005 Pastor Graves, who’d pastored SRBC for almost 
50 years , was diagnosed with leukemia, and all too 
soon left his beloved family and church and went 
Home to be with his Lord. Nearly 2,000 people whose 
lives he’d touched attended his memorial service. 
 The next year, again with the help of the 
group known as MMAPers, the inside of the last two 
classrooms was finished. A team of 45 people were 
sent to Ecuador to assist with building two classrooms 
and conducting Vacation Bible School (VBS) 
programs for over 200 children. 
 Continuing the evidence of the emphasis on 
missions, several projects were carried out in the next 
five years which involved teams from SRBC traveling 
to such far flung places as Uganda, Peru, China, 
Brazil, and Argentina along with the annual youth 
mission trips to Mexico, all of which provide help 
with building projects, distributing Bibles, and 
conducting VBS or other ministry programs. 
 I close this brief history with the wise words 
of Pearl Burkart, who shares her birthday with SRBC, 
and who served as church secretary and office 
manager for nearly 40 years until her retirement in 
2006. 
 “As we look to the future, we must keep our 
eyes fixed on the Lord. As we consider further 
development of the property, there are other urgent 
needs. We strive to trust God to continue to build and 
strengthen our local body so that our ministry to one 
another and our outreach into the community around 
us and the world beyond will be constantly 
strengthened, as well as enlarged. 
 New ministries are being developed as our 
body grows in size and strength. That is why it is vital 
that we keep our eyes fixed on Him and guard the 
truth of the Word of God which is the lifeblood of a 
healthy church.” 


